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without siege machinery. The Protestants soon
discovered that they had overestimated their
powers. Some of the army deserted in despair of
ever capturing so formidable a place ; others
refused to give their services unless they were
paid. The Lords tried desperately to raise money,
but they had no success. England had at last sent
a thousand pounds, but the Earl of Bothwell had
intercepted the remittance, and the loss was a
further severe blow. The actual fighting was
little. On the last day of October the French
sallied out of Leith and drove the Reformers back,
and on the 5th of November they administered a
crushing defeat on the Congregation. The Lords
did not try to collect their army, which still out-
numbered that of the regent. They and their
followers fled to Stirling.
On the next day Knox preached to the dis-
heartened men. There was talk of making peace
with the regent, but Knox would have none of it.
They fought in God's cause, and if they deserted
now they showed themselves to lack faith. The
wicked had triumphed, but if God, for His own
inscrutable purpose, had permitted His people
to meet with defeat, were the Reformers to show
themselves faint-hearted at the first reverse ? If
they read fheir Bibles, they would know that the
chosen people had at other times suffered such
tribulation, and they would know that in the end
God's aid brought the victory. Knox's words